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Genuine Pretending: On the Philosophy of the Zhuangzi
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How to describe and evaluate “deception” phenomena: recasting the
metaphysics, ethics, and politics of ICTs in terms of magic and

performance and taking a relational and narrative turn (%174t #7F 4}

By : BLIRRASLHEEZEHM LFE, CEZFEERARECESE, XFRMER
FOL1EAIFE[2])
Abstract
Contemporary ICTs such as speaking machines and computer games tend to
create illusions. Is this ethically problematic? Is it deception? And what kind of
“reality” do we presuppose when we talk about illusion in this context? Inspired
by work on similarities between ICT design and the art of magic and illusion,
responding to literature on deception in robot ethics and related fields, and
briefly considering the issue in the context of the history of machines, this
paper discusses these questions through the lens of stage magic and
illusionism, with the aim of reframing the very question of deception. It
investigates if we can take a more positive or at least morally neutral view of
magic, illusion, and performance, while still being able to understand and
criticize the relevant phenomena, and if we can describe and evaluate these
phenomena without recourse to the term “deception” at all. This leads the
paper into a discussion about metaphysics and into taking a relational and
narrative turn. Replying to Tognazzini, the paper identifies and analyses two
metaphysical positions: a narrative and performative non-dualist position is
articulated in response to what is taken to be a dualist, in particular Platonic,
approach to “deception” phenomena. The latter is critically discussed and
replaced by a performative and relational approach which avoids a distant
“"view from nowhere” metaphysics and brings us back to the phenomena and
experience in the performance relation. The paper also reflects on the ethical
and political implications of the two positions: for the responsibility of ICT
designers and users, which are seen as co-responsible magicians or
co-performers, and for the responsibility of those who influence the social
structures that shape who has (more) power to deceive or to let others
perform.
Keywords
ICTs  Deception Magic Performance  Ethics  Politics
KI5 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10676-017-9441-5
Ethics and Information Technology 19 Oct 2017, Volume 19, Issue74, pp 1 - 15.
Author: Mark Coeckelbergh
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Genuine Pretending: On the Philosophy of the Zhuangzi

H i #t::Columbia University Press

(2017-10-17)

e i

Hans-Georg Moeller is professor of philosophy

at the University of Macau. His books include
The Philosophy of the Daodejing (2006); The

GENUINE
PRETENDING Moral Fool: A Case for Amorality (2009); and
(e The Radical Luhmann (2011), all from Columbia
S e University Press.
4 e S Paul J. D'Ambrosio is assistant professor of
Zhuangzi . . :
SN Chinese philosophy at East China Normal
University, where he serves as dean of the
""\‘\r Center for Intercultural Research, Teaching,
L W Hans-Georg Moeller and Translation. He is the coeditor (with
\\ € Pl DiAmbrosio = Michael  Sandel) of Encountering  China:

Michael Sandel and Chinese Philosophy (2017).

Genuine Pretending is an innovative and comprehensive new reading of
the Zhuangzi that highlights the critical and therapeutic functions of satire and
humor. Hans-Georg Moeller and Paul J. D'Ambrosio show how this Daoist
classic, contrary to contemporary philosophical readings, distances itself from
the pursuit of authenticity and subverts the dominant Confucianism of its time
through satirical allegories and ironical reflections. With humor and parody,
the Zhuangzi exposes the Confucian demand to commit to socially constructed
norms as pretense and hypocrisy. The Confucian pursuit of sincerity establishes
exemplary models that one is supposed to emulate. In contrast, the Zhuangzi
parodies such venerated representations of wisdom and deconstructs the very
notion of sagehood. Instead, it urges a playful, skillful, and unattached
engagement with socially mandated duties and obligations. The Zhuangzi
expounds the Daoist art of what Moeller and D'Ambrosio call "genuine
pretending": the paradoxical skill of not only surviving but thriving by enacting
social roles without being tricked into submitting to them or letting them
define one's identity. A provocative rereading of a Chinese philosophical
classic, Genuine Pretending also suggests the value of a Daoist outlook today
as a way of seeking existential sanity in an age of mass media's paradoxical
quest for originality.
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